SIR   ROBERT   WALPOLK

After a fnort reply to Sir William Yonge, who preceded him, and jufti- Chapter 41
fying the affertions of Sir John. Barnard, who {poke in favour of the motion,
Sir William Wyndham vindicated the triennial bill from the objeftions of
thofe who declared that it, was introduced by the enemies of the revolution,
he added," The learned gentleman has told us, that the feptennial law is
a proper medium between the unlimited power of the crown, and the limit-
ing that power too much i but before he had fixed upon this as a medium,
he fhould firft have difcovered to us the two extremes. I willreadily allow,
that an unlimited power in the crown, with t refpeft to the continuing
of parliaments, is one extreme; but the other I cannot really find out $ for
I am very far from thinking, that the power" of the crown was too much li-
mited by the triennial law, or that the happinefs of the nation was any way
injured by it, or can ever be injured by frequent elections. As to the power
of the crown, it is very certain, that as long as the adminiftration of public
affairs is agreeable to the generality of the people, were they to ehufe a new
parliament every year, they would chufe Rich reprefentatives as would moft
heartily concur in every thing with fuch an adminiftration ; fo that even an
annual parliament could not be any limitation of the juft power of the crown. 5
and as to the happinefs of the nation, it is certain, that gentlemen will always
contend with more heat and animofity about being members of a long par-
liament, than about being members of a fhort one -9 and therefore the elec-
tions for a feptennial parliament muft always difturb the peace, and injure
the happinefs of the nation, more than the eleftions for an annual or triea-
nial parliament: Of this the elections in the city of London, .mentioned by
my worthy friend, are an evident demonftration. -

" As to the elections coming on when the nation is in a ferment, it is fofar
from being an objection to frequent, eleftions, that it is, in my opinion, a
ftrong argument in favour of them ; becaufe it is one of the chief fupporters
of the. freedom of the nation. It is plain, that the people feldom or ever,
were in a ferment, but" when encroachments were made upon their rights
and privileges; and when any fuch are made, it is very proper,, nay, it is
even neceffary, that the people fliould be allowed to proceed to a new
eledion, in order that they may chufe fuch reprefentatives as will do them:
juftice, by puniflhing thofe who have been making encroachments upon them.
.Qtherwife, one of tlit{e two-eff^

ment will break out ir>to aa opfen infuireftion, or the encroachment that has
been made, may happen to be forgot before "a new ele&ion comes on,, and
then the invaders of the people's rights will have a much better lay forgetting
fuch a new parliameritT chofen, a$ will 'not only free them from all

'y any undue exercife of the "royal pre-
